Tuscawilla Hills Citizens Association

Board Meeting

August 26th, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m...

In attendance:


Joe Coakley
President


Doris Walsh
Acting Treasurer


Bob Tansill
Board Member


Tom Ashby
Street and Sign 

Ginna Bird 
Secretary


Valerie
 Hockensmith
PMP manager


Steve Thompson 
Association member and website creator

Treasurer’s Report: 

Doris Walsh reported that the Association has $6,563.22 in the checking account.

The Money Market Account has $47,471.26 and is earning roughly ½% of interest.

She would like to transfer some of the money market funds into a CD in order to get a better interest rate.  There was a motion for Doris Walsh to investigate transfer of funds to a CD.  Motion passed unanimously.  There was a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion passed.

Hiring an Attorney:

Joe Coakley reported meeting with attorney, Braun Hamstead.  Mr. Hamstead would require a $1500 retainer fee and charge the association $120 per hour.  As attorney for the Association, Mr. Hamstead could help rewrite the covenants to add enforcement penalties and attorney’s fees, and he could assist with deed transfer from Al Hooper.   Mr. Coakley states that the deed transfer was discussed between Al Hooper and Braun Hamstead.  At the time of the land transfer, the land behind the townhouses on highway 51 will be turned over to the Association.  The land can then be changed from commercial zoning to park land in order to decrease taxes.

There was a motion to hire Braun Hamstead as the Association attorney.  Motion passed.  

Covenant Violations and Enforcement:

Tom Ashby reported that after the May walk through, letter were sent out with Covenant violations.  Those that haven’t complied should get a letter from Braun Hamstead.

Doris Walsh reported a race car with no tags at the end of Tall Oak Court.

Valerie Hockensmith reported that a letter was sent out to the house on the corner of Lindsey.

Property Management People Report:

1)  R&L clean up:

An area of overgrowth was reported behind 79 Deerfield Lane.  R&L has proposed to clean out the area for an estimated $678.40.  The area will be inspected before voting in order to determine whether the land is common area or private property.

2) Sign Replacement:

The bid for a new sign was reviewed.  Bob Tansill made a motion to replace the sign on both sides of the street at the highway 51 entrance with option A.  Motion passed.

3) Letter of Thanks:

A resident sent a letter thanking the Association for cleaning up the overgrowth in a common area near her home.

4) Speed bumps:

6 sets of speed bumps with signs were delivered this week.  Bob Tansill asked if we need approval from the School Board for bus transportation.  Joe Coakley is looking into this.  Mr. Coakley also stated that he plans to have the speed bumps placed on either side of the road, with an edging that will keep cars from driving around the bumps into the grass, etc.  Joe has called several handymen regarding the job, but none were licensed or insured.

5)  Fire Hydrant:

Joe Coakley has called the City of Charles Town three times regarding the broken fire hydrant.  He has also sent letter to the City with copies to the Fire Companies.  Jane Arnett informed Joe Coakley that the city would pay for the parts and Tuscawilla must pay for the repair ($1500).  Mr. Coakley does not believe that Tuscawilla is responsible for repairs on a hydrant that is on city property.  The city also talked of charging $72 per hydrant for maintenance.   

The city plans to increase sewage fees by 21% in Tuscawilla.  Mr. Coakley asked if the funds from this increase would be used only in Tuscawilla and Ms. Arnett replied answered no, that the funds would be put into one account.  In the past, any septic system within 300 feet of the city sewage system could be forced to hook up to the city’s system.  There is now no distance limit and the city can force home owners to hook up to their sewage system at the homeowner’s expense.

6)  Tree Trimming:

Bob Tansill reported 3 dead trees on Tuscawilla Drive (near Lindsey and over bus stop area).  A bid from Tevin’s Tree Service was received for removal of the trees along with grinding of the stumps and the stumps in the park.  It was suggested that other bids be obtained.  Bob Tansill made a motion to have the trees trimmed in a reasonable time frame and to accept the best bid.  After discussion, an amendment was added to the motion to include that the work be completed before the winter.  The motion passed.

7) Center Line on Tuscawilla Drive:

The yellow center line is faded on Tuscawilla Drive.  Cecil Perkins will charge $800 to paint (6500 feet) line  from the entrance at Highway 51.  Bob Tansill made a motion to hire Cecil Perkins to paint the center line on Tuscawilla Drive after receiving an estimate in writing.  Motion passed.

Valerie Hockensmith reported to the Board that she has learned from other management agencies that printing the names of delinquent accounts gets little response and could cause liability problems.  She advised the board not publish the names in the upcoming newsletter and file liens through the attorney.  Bob Tansill suggested that it be published in the next newsletter that an attorney has been retained to pursue collecting of past due road fees.  

Steve Thompson has created a website, TuscawillaHills.org.  It would cost $8.95 per year for the domain name and $10.00 per month for hosting fees.  The name could be transferred to the Tuscawilla Hills Citizens Association.  Mr. Thompson would like the Board to approve the content of the website.  He would like to add the newsletter, meeting minutes, notices, a map with new 911 addresses, Board member names and phone numbers, and history of the development to the website.  Steve Thompson can be reached at Webmaster@TuscawillaHills.org.

Ginna Bird made the motion to transfer the domain name, pay the hosting fees and domain name fee, and for Steve Thompson to attend meetings (when available).  All website content must be approved by the Board.  The motion passed.

Bob Tansill made a motion that beginning in 2005 the meetings be held at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, on a night to be determined.  The motion passed.

Tom Ashby asked PMP to call the county regarding the hole at the highway 51 entrance needs to be filled.

The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m...

The meeting minutes were respectfully submitted by Ginna Bird, Secretary.

